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give him some post. The Minister replied that the abilities
of the .gentleman were great, and that he was very
estimable, but that he had too little discretion to be em-
ployed in foreign affairs. The King proposed him to the
Minister Werder, who answered, the gentleman was ex-
ceedingly intelligent, exceedingly capable, but that there
was money in his office, which, therefore, M. Crantz; must
not be suffered to enter. At last, the King has thrown
the illustrious Crantz, praised by all and by all rejected,
upon the States; and he receives a pension of eight
hundred crowns for doing nothing.

The Minister Schulemburg, after having twice demanded
his dismissal, has finally obtained it, without a pension.
This is severe; but the ex-Minister is adroit. He has
cast all the burden upon the first branch of his depart-
ment, which has been retrenched. If there are any
means of being restored, this was well done. You are
acquainted with the qualities of this man. He had
understanding, facility, and sagacity in the choice of his
coadjutors; was indifferent concerning the means he em-
ployed; vain in prosperity; despairing in misfortune, of
which his feelings are the sport; ready to serve others;
susceptible of affection, and believing in friendship after
having been fifteen years Minister of Frederick II. He
thought himself immovable because he was necessary, and
hopes that this necessity will surmount the cabals by
which he has been driven from his post. Perhaps he
deceives himself; for, while we are not difficult in our
choice, and when the business is not of itself beyond
vulgar capacities, agents may at any time be found. If
monarchs wish for a Newton, they certainly must employ
a Newton, or the place must remain vacant. But who is
there who does not think himself capable of being a
minister, and of whom may it be demonstrated he is not
capable?

I am assured, from a good quarter, that Count Hertz-
berg regains confidence. He has bowed to the new
agents, who have had the weakness to bring him again
into favor because Mademoiselle Voss is the niece of
Count Finckenstein, and because, her family being unable
to obtain anv advantage by hei: promotion except by thee versed
